February 11 & 12, 2012 - Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Our Lady.* the 
Black Hills 


12365 Sturgis Road, Piedmont, SD 57769 

phone: 605.787.5168 fax: 605.787.4106 
email: olbh@olbh.org web: olbh.org 
Office hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 3pm 


Our Staff 

Pastor: 

Ft. Steve Biegler 

steve.biegler@olbh.org 

Deacons: 

Walt Wilson & John Osnes 

Gatherings of Grace Coordinator: 

John & Joni Osnes 
johnosnes@aol.com 

Youth Ministry Coordinator, 

Life Teen & Edge: 

Teresa Thompson 

teresa.thompson@olbh.org 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator: 

Jenny Scherr 

jenny.scherr@olbh.org 

Liturgy Coordinator: 

Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek 

lorraine.ptacek@olbh.org 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 


Bookkeeper: 

Lorinda Collings 

lorinda.collings@olbh.org 

Maintenance Coordinator 

Jim Wranek 

jim.wranek@olbh.org 

Liturgy and Prayer 
Sunday Liturgy: 

Saturday, 5:00 pm; 

Sunday, 9:00 am & 6:00 pm 

Daily Liturgy: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 
8:00 am 

Eucharistic Adoration: 

Wednesday, 8:30 am - 8:30 pm, with 
Reconciliation from 7:00 — 8:15 pm 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday, 7:00 - 8:00 pm and Saturday, 
3:30 — 4:30 pm 

Bulletin Announcements 

Please email any announcements to 
bulletin@olbh.org by noon on Tuesday for the 
following weekend bulletin. 



M ,ss, oner \J\s\t 


Fr. Don Glover, M.M., who served as a 
Mary knoll missioner in Taiwan, will visit Our 
Lady of the Black Hills parish over the weekend 
of February 11 and 12, 2012. 

WV 

Fr. Don Glover was ordained in 1970 and 

assigned to Maryknoll's mission in Taiwan in 
I 1973. For over 35 years. Father Don has worked 
■ with youth and young adults in Tainan, Taiwan, 

I where only 5% of the population are Catholic and 
Christian. Fr. Don established and supervised a media arts forum and 
center for performing arts to attract young people to spiritual values 
through arts and media. Fr. Don attended St. John's University in 
Collegeville, Minnesota, for two years before transferring to Maryknoll 
for philosophy and theology studies. Currently Fr. Don represents 
Maryknoll in the northern prairie states while maintaining ties with the 
Church in Taiwan and China. 


Maryknoll's mission is to witness God's Word among the peoples and 
cultures of foreign lands. Maryknollers share the Gospel, not in words 
alone, but in practical and concrete actions: by feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, giving shelter to the homeless, comforting the 
oppressed. Maryknoll depends entirely upon the interest, prayers and 
support of its friends. You will be invited to learn more about Maryknoll 
through the Maryknoll and Revista Maryknoll magazines. (Maryknoll 
will not share your name, address and telephone number with any other 
organization.) 


While at the parish, Fr. Don will be happy to talk with any person who is 
interested in learning more about mission life or perhaps becoming an 


overseas missioner. 


Maryknoll Fathers & Brothers 

5128 S. Hyde Park Blvd. 

Chicago, IL 60615 
(773) 493-3367 
www.maryknoll.org 


The Gift of 

Mission 



Growing and celebrating through the teachings of Jesus Christ 













OLBH Parish N ews 


Cj atherings of (jrace — pebruary 1 2 & 1 5 
Gatherings of Grace, the OLBH all-ages faith 
formation program, will be held on Sunday, 
February 12, at 10:30 a.m. and will be repeated 
on Wednesday, February 15, at 6:00 p.m. We 
will continue learning about Our Call to 
Worship—Praying, Believing, and Living the 
Law of Christ. At the next gatherings, we will 
take a walk through the Mass and explore the 
"source and summit" of our faith in greater 
depth. Childcare for ages 5 and under will be 
provided at the Sunday Gathering. Dinner will 
be served at the Wednesday gathering. Please 
come and join us! 

5hrove ~Y uesday L>reakfast 

Lent is just around the corner and our parish 
has a tradition of celebrating Fat Tuesday, the 
day before Ash Wednesday, in style. We will 
again offer a Shrovetide pancake breakfast in 
St. Joseph's Hall from on Tuesday February 
21 st from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. There will be 
many options for self-indulgence, such as 
topping off your pancakes with whipped 
cream and chocolate chips. Come before work 
or school and celebrate Shrove Tuesday with 
us. Bring on the pancakes! 

Mary’s Widows 

Mary's Widows will be gathering for a 
Valentines Coffee and Dessert celebration on 
Tuesday February 21 st at 1:30 pm in St. 
Joseph's Hall. Bring a dessert to share. Please 
RSVP to Patty at 721-4281 by Sunday, 
February 19 th . 

Tray and L at touring Lent 

Join your fellow parishioners February 24 th - 
March 30 th to pray the Stations of the Cross at 
6:00 p.m. Then come down for the Fish Fry 
from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. If you or your group 
would like to lead Stations of the Cross, please 
sign up in the gathering area. 


Stations of the Qjross with ,3p rou ts 

Sprouts will be leading Stations of the Cross on Friday, 
March 2 nd at 6:00 pm. Children will be signing up for 
reading parts during Sprouts on February 19 th . 

Spirituality of the L ec tor 

Lectors at OLBH, please mark your calendars. There will 
be a Spirituality of the Lector Seminar on Monday, March 
5 th at 6 p.m. at OLBH. Fr. Steve will lead a reflection on the 
ministry of proclaiming the Word of God. 

Mark your calendars for Sky VE>S- 

Sky Vacation Bible School will be held at OLBH this 
summer for PreK-5 th grade children on June 25 th - June 29 th 
in the mornings. 

(Latholic S ocla l S erv i ces 
201 2 /\sk Wednesday Appeal 

Our ministry at Catholic Social Services is focused on 
strengthening and healing families in our diocese. Our 
professional staff offers prevention/educational workshops, 
youth prevention programs, parenting classes and 
marital/family counseling services. Office locations are in 
Eagle Butte, Mission, Pine Ridge, Rapid City, Spearfish and 
Sturgis. Your prayerful, generous giving on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012, allows us to continue to answer 
Christ's call to serve people in need, regardless of their 
ability to pay. Together, we can make a difference. 

(Look and They W'H Come 
We provide the menu and food; you provide the help! We 

are looking for parish individuals, families or groups to 
prepare and serve a meal for our Sunday evening Life 
Nights. We have a few more dates still available. Please 
see the sign-up sheet on the counter in the gathering 
area. We provide the menu and food and then you come in 
to prepare the meal, serve the meal and clean up after the 
meal. We need your help for our Life Night to continue to 
be successful! If you have any questions, please contact 
Teresa Thompson or Jenny Scherr. 



(Contribution Statement Clarifications 


There have been a lot of questions regarding the contribution statements. The fund that reads "Special 
Contributions" (on your statement) is aka Keller House aka New Rectory aka Springtime of New 
Possibilities. They are all part of the same pledge drive. 

If you sent a check in with your pledge card, your contribution is not showing on your current 
statement. There was confusion on how we were recording the contributions. All of these have been 
corrected and I will be happy to produce a new contribution statement for you. 

For any of you that indicated on your pledge card that you would be increasing your weekly or monthly 
contribution amount; your contributions are correct as stated, but the allocation may be miss a lined. If 
you would like me to reallocate the dollars I can do so. 

Please notify me at your earliest convenience and I will ensure the proper adjustments are made and 
print you a new statement. I am sorry if this has caused any inconvenience. 

Please contact me at 787-5623 (h), or 391-2788 (c) or at lorinda. collings@olbh. org 



More OLBH N ews 

OL5M llmploLjment Opportunity 

OLBH will be hiring a Parish Administrative 
Assistant. This position will provide administrative, 
secretarial, and clerical office support to the Pastor, 
staff and parish operations. Outside of general 
administrative support, the Parish Administrative 
Assistant will maintain Sacramental records, parish 
Communications, and maintenance of parish 
calendars / activities for the Pastor, staff and 
commissions. The Parish Administrative Assistant 
projects the parish vision and goals through their 
interaction with parishioners and in completing their 
duties. They appropriately relate to parishioners and 
show respect and compassion in delivering services. 

■ A pleasing caring person who enjoys working 
with people. 

■ An ability to work collaboratively with all 
parishioners, commissions and parish staff 
members. 

■ Excellent interpersonal skills and is prudent in 
managing and maintaining confidences 

■ Ability to compose correspondence and 
announcements; excellent grammar and 
vocabulary 

■ Secretarial experience: typing, word processing, 
computer programs (Word, Excel, Outlook), and 
office equipment experience 

■ Good organizational and planning skills, 
demonstrates the ability to set priorities and 
organize work effectively 

This position will be Monday through Friday 9:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. If you are interested in applying for 
this position, please bring your resume to the parish 
office or contact Fr. Steve Biegler at 787-5168. 



Veteran’s (Comfort I\|eeds thrive 

To honor our military veterans during "National 
Salute Veterans Week" February 12-18, 2012, the 
Knights of Columbus, Fourth Degree is seeking cold 
weather gear and personal hygiene items for some 
veterans who are living out of their cars. Items are 
distributed at Fort Meade and Hot Springs VA 
Hospitals, South Dakota Veterans Home in Hot 
Springs and the new WOMEN OF WAR job training 
quarters for homeless women veterans and their 
dependent children in Belle Fourche, SD . Leather 
shoes for men size 9 and up, women and children 
(NO SPORTS SHOES), socks, under garments, sleep 
wear, sweat shirts and pants, sweaters, coats, and 
dress clothes for job interviews. Body lotion, lip 
balm, feminine powder, Irish spring body wash and 
bar soap, foot powder, deodorant, shampoo, 
conditioner, dental and denture care, nail care and 
new towels and wash cloths, things that make 
you feel comfortable and human. Inquiries contact 
Bradly Colling (605) 343-3157. 

}~iope for f\Jew [_ife M |n 'stry Update 
An Inmate's Feedback 

"[Our Lord] is sending us out around the world to 
tell all people everywhere the great things God has 
done for them, so that they too will believe and obey 
Him (Romans 1:5)". For those in our Diocese 
involved in the Hope for New Life (HFNL) Ministry, 
Paul's charge to carry the Good News to "all people 
everywhere" includes the men and women in the 
Pennington County Jail. Each Wednesday members 
of the ministry visit the jail to share the Gospel and 
our experience, strength, and hope with the inmates. 
In turn, we are richly blessed by our encounter. In 
the last year we have ministered to over 400 men and 
women. We like to think that through God's Grace 
we touch each life in a special way. One young man, 
who was recently transferred from the jail to the State 
Prison, wrote to us last month. "I think and pray for 
you guys all the time. I miss our weekly meetings 
and sharing the word. I've been in Sioux Falls for 2 
weeks and have been going to church groups here... 
Thank you guys for helping me on my way to Christ 
and helping me to find my new path." It all adds 
up...one seed, one gentle affirmation, one act of love. 
To leam more about this outreach ministry, please contact 
Tony Galles (348-2301) or Mary Sperlich (342-9343). 




This W ee k a t O ur L a dy of the £>laclc Hills 

Pebruarxj 1 5 — 1 201 2 


Monday, Rebruary 1 5 

Readings: /antes 1:1-11; Psalms 119:67-68, 71-72, 75- 
76; Mark 8:11-13 (green) 

8:00 am: Morning Prayer 

7:00 pm: Cub Scout Bears Meeting 

Tuesday, Y ebruary 1 Ar 
Memorial of St. Cyril, monk, and Methodius, 
bishop 

Readings: James 1:12-18; Psalms 94:12-15,18-19; Mark 
8:14-21 (white) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

Mass Intention: For Florence Coyle on her 
birthday 

4:30 pm: Praying the Bible 

7:00 pm: Returning Catholics at Blessed Sacrament 
7:00 pm: Boy Scout Meeting 

Wednesday, Y ebruary 1 J 
Readings: James 1:19-27; Psalms 15:2-5; Mark 8:22-26 
(green) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

Mass Intention: In thanksgiving for the 
Mary knoll Fathers and Brothers 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm: Eucharistic Adoration 
9:00 am - Noon: Food Pantry 
4:30 - 5:30 pm: Reconciliation 
6:00 pm: Gatherings of Grace 

Thursday, Y ebruary 1 6 
Readings: James 2:1-9; Psalms 34:2-7; Mark 8:27-33 
(green) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

Mass Intention: That we may search our hearts in 
preparation of Lent 

9:00 am - 2:30 pm: Home School Group 
10:00 am: Staff Meeting 


Y riday, Y ebruary 1 J 

Readings: James 2:14-24, 26; Psalms 112:1-6; Mark 8:34- 
9:1 (green) 

Saturday Morning, Y ebruary 1 8 
Readings: James 3:1-10; Psalms 12:2-5, 7-8; Mark 9:2-13 
(green) 

6:00 am: That Man is You - at Cathedral 

9:00 am - Noon: Food Pantry 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday E vening, Y ebruary 1 8 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings: Isaiah 43:18-19, 21-22, 24-25; Psalms 41:2-5, 
13-14; Second Corinthians 1:18-22; Mark 2:1-12 (green) 

5:00 pm: Liturgy 

Mass Intention: + Ralph Boeckman 

,5 un day, Y ebruary 1 $ 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings: Isaiah 43:18-19, 21-22, 24-25; Psalms 41:2-5, 
13-14; Second Corinthians 1:18-22; Mark 2:1-12 (green) 

9:00 am: Liturgy 

Knights of Columbus Corporate Communion 

Mass Intention: For all married couples & the 
parish community of OLBH 
10:00 am: Coffee Hour - Betsy Van Asma's sending off 
4:00 pm: Life Night 
6:00 pm: Children's Liturgy 
Mass Intention: Masses for Life 


The Rapid O^y Catholic /fxhool System 
201 2-201 5 Registration is Op er >! 

The RCCSS is now accepting registration for all 
grades. For more information please contact 
Marcia Werner at 343-8484 or 
mwerner@rccss.net . To download a copy of the 
admissions packet please visit our website: 
www.rccss.net 






Next W ee kend J s Ministry Schedule 

Lebruary 1 8^ & \ 201 2 



Saturday 

5:00 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am 

Sunday 

6:00 pm 

Bread Baker 

Becky Wentz 




Joe Schulte 5 *' 

Andrew Corbine* 

Kevin Chamberlain 5 *' 

Altar Servers 

Rileigh Kronmiller 

Taygen Johns 

Cole Mettler 


Delainey Kronmiller 

Savannah Inman 

Adam Jerzak 

Precious Body 

John Osnes 

John Osnes 

John Osnes 


Joni Osnes 

Dean Antonsen 

Teresa Thompson 

Precious Blood 

Judy Wilson 

Mary Antonsen 

Marlys Sears 

Jayme Hunt 

Judy Nelson 

Brad Blauvelt 


Reggie Hunt 

Dennis Fischer 

Mary Blauvelt 

Lectors 

Steve Colgan 

Pat Suiter 

Chad Thies 

Sue Colgan 

Jim Scherr 

Taylor Thies 

Sacristans 

Cindy Thompson 

Frank Boner 

Brad McCaskell 

Craig Thompson 

Donna Boner 

Tanya McCaskell 

Greeters 

Bernard Wiehl 

Duane Schubauer 

Aaron Thies 

Loretta Wiehl 

Mike Keller 

Kevin Rohrbach 

Choir 

OLBH Family Choir 

Regina's Minstrels 

Covenant Band 


Intercessory f*rayers 

[_i'fe and Ljealth (Concerns 
Madonna Bucholz - Joe Bucholz's mother 
Paul Brentrup - Cindy Striebel's brother 
Joe Creek 
Christy Elkins 
Reggie Gingras 
Flo Neely 

Ron Pahl - Kassi Jolley's father 
William Schroeder - Richard & Robert 
Schroeder's father 

Repose of the *5 ou l 

David Peirsol 

Lee Wentz - Ken & Bob Wentz's brother 


~[~he (Collection £>aslcet 


Lebruary 4 & 5, 201 2 


Loose 

$ 1917.00 

Envelopes 

3212.00 

Votive 

7.10 

Student 

61.95 

Adopt a Seminarian 

705.00 

Springtime of New Possibilities 

720.00 

Other 

35.00 

Total 

$ 6658.05 


~J~he great danger for family life, in the midst of any society whose idols are pleasure, comfort 
and independence, lies in the fact that people dose their hearts and become selfish. 

~ John TadU 




Rapid Oty Diocese News 


Oiristian Ramily Rianning Seminar 
The next Christian Family Planning Seminar will be 
offered by the Natural Family Planning Ministry on 
Saturday, February 18, 9:00 a.m. - Noon at Sacred Heart 
in Philip. This seminar is a requirement for engaged 
couples getting married in the Diocese of Rapid City. 
Married couples, or anyone who wants to learn more 
about Natural Family Planning, are encouraged to 
attend. For more information, or to register, call Jill or 
Kathy at Family Life Ministries at 605-343-3541. 

Catholic Schools Raffle 

The Rapid City Catholic School System and Catholic 
United Financial are having a raffle to raise funds for 
the Catholic School System. Raffle tickets are $5.00 each; 
100% of the ticket sales will be donated to the Rapid 
City Catholic School System, and all prizes are donated 
from Catholic United Financial. Tickets will be sold 
from January 13 - February 24, 2012. See the flier on our 
webpage for more details and contact information. 

Rrelude to Lent 

This workshop will give us some time to find help by 
way of Scripture, reading, and discussion to deepen 
commitment to Christ while we travel in faith along the 
Lenten journey. Join me on February 25 from 9:30-11:30 
am for this workshop. Preregistration is necessary with 
Sister Marmion Howe 343-8011, 

Srmarmion@knology.net . $10.00 offering includes 
refreshments. 

R)aLj of Recollection 

All women are invited to attend a Day of Recollection 
directed by Fr. Peter Kovarik. It will be held at the Terra 
Sancta retreat center on Saturday, March 3, 2012, from 
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Catholic 
Daughters of Americas, Court St. Rita #916. No charge 
to attend, but free will offerings will be accepted. Pre¬ 
registration requested. Contact Kristine Engelhardt at 
484-9030 or chocolate@rushmore.com . Registrations will 
also be accepted at the door. Please bring a salad to 
share at the luncheon. Those interested in staying at 
Terra Sancta overnight can contact Reeny Wilson, the 
center Director, at 716-0925 or stay@terrasancta.org . 


Annual f^iocesan M en ’s Retreat 
Join Fr. Brian Lane at Terra Sancta Retreat Center 
March 9-10, 2012 as he directs this year's men's 
retreat, "The Women in Your Life: What They 
Would Like to Tell You but Don't". Registration 
Fee: $85.00 Registration Deadline: Friday, 
March 2, 2012. For more information, contact Jill 
or Kathy at Family Life Ministries, 605-343-3541. 

“(Loping with Life Alone” 

A Beginning Experience® Level 1 Separated, 
Divorced & Widowed Support Group. Are you 

recently separated, divorced, or widowed? Are 
you struggling with the pain and loneliness? 
Healing can begin with the next ten-week session 
of the support group. The group starts at 7:00 
p.m. on Thursday, March 15 at St. Therese the 
Little Flower Church in Rapid City. The group is 
non-denominational and open to all Christian men 
and women who are hurting due to separation, 
divorce or death of a spouse. Pre-registration is 
requested! Registration fee is $25.00; need-based 
scholarships available. For more information and 
to pre-register, call Jill at Family Life Ministries, 
605-343-3541. 

Rejoice in the Lord’s Douse! 

Join us for a working retreat at Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center beginning Friday evening, March 16 and 
concluding Sunday mid-day, March 18. 
Individuals, families and parish teams welcome - 
only $20 per person or $45 per family. Lodging in 
family style sleeping rooms and meals provided. 
Prayer, reflection, time for hiking and enjoying the 
Hills as well as work. Cleaning and preparing the 
monastic wing and main chapel for Pastoral 
Ministry Days will be the main focus of the retreat. 
On and off-site prayer partners for the weekend 
are also needed. So join us for a wonderful 
weekend during Lent as we Rejoice in the Lord's 
House in joyful anticipation of the Easter mystery! 
Registration form is available on-line at 
http://terrasancta.org . Deadline for registration is 
March 10. 






W or ld wide Marriage Encounter 
What is your New Year's resolution for your 
marriage? Restore Communication? Rekindle 
Romance? Renew Commitment? We are now 
taking reservations for couples and religious to 
attend the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend April 20-22, 2012 at Terra Sancta 
Retreat Center, Rapid City, SD. For more 
information, contact Curt and Rochelle Lauret at 
605-362-9145 to register or visit 
www.WWME.org . 

Rachels \]\ne.ya rd Retreat 

A Rachel's Vineyard Retreat™ will be held April 
27-29, 2012 in Rapid City, SD. The confidential 
retreats are for those who are spiritually hurting 
after an abortion and want to experience the 
healing love of Christ. The cost for the retreat is 
$100.00 for meals, a private room, and all retreat 
materials. Financial assistance is 
available. Registration deadline is Friday, 
April 20! For more information or to register, 
contact Carol Kling at 605-374-5639 or 
ckling@sdplains. com . 

Msgr. William O'Q^ouneW 
201 2 Scholarships 

The Catholic Social Service Board of Directors 
established the Msgr. William O'Connell 
Scholarship in 2010. CSS will award several $500 
scholarships this fall to undergraduate students 
from western South Dakota who are starting 
their third or fourth year at an accredited college 
or university. Applicants must be pursuing a 
degree in social work, religious education, or 
other human services area. They must 
demonstrate commitment to volunteering or 
assisting those in need, in addition to a 
commitment to follow Catholic social teachings. 
A minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA is also 
required. Please request an application by 
contacting the CSS office at 605-348-6068 or you 
can down-load the application at 
www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com . 
Applications must be submitted by June 1, 2012. 
The award will be announced at the 2012 
Annual Meeting this fall. 


CSS 5 eeics Nominations for 

201 2 Rounderis Award 

In 2010, the Catholic Social Service Board of Directors 
created the Founder's Award to honor individuals, 
organizations and communities who exemplify our 
founder, Msgr. William O'Connell. This Award is 
presented at the CSS Annual Meeting. SELECTION 
PROCESS: Candidates may be formally nominated only 
by CSS Board Members, who may also seek input from 
others, and present their candidate's name, along with a 
one-page statement outlining their candidate's 
qualifications to the Selection Committee. 
QUALIFICATIONS: The CSS Founder's Award honors an 
individual, organization or community who has 
dedicated time, talent, and resources to helping the poor, 
disenfranchised and suffering of western South Dakota 
and who exemplifies the spirit of our founder, Msgr. 
William O'Connell. PREVIOUS FOUNDER'S AWARD 
HONOREES: 2010 Msgr. William O'Connell, 2011 
Archbishop Charles Chaput, 2012 to be decided. 
SUBMIT YOUR SUGGESTION FOR THE 2012 
HONOREE: If you would like to submit the name of a 
potential candidate to the CSS Board for their 
consideration, please outline a one-page listing of the 
candidate's qualifications and send to: David DiMaria, 
President; Catholic Social Services; 918 - Fifth Street; 
Rapid City, SD 57701 by March 1, 2012. 


I Rachel’s Cl orner 


"I have been through 14 years of therapy and anti¬ 
depressants. I've confessed my abortion a hundred times. 
Just when I thought I could take the pain no longer, I 
found Rachel's Vineyard. This weekend literally saved 
my life."- Testimony after a Rachel's Vineyard Retreat™ 


A Rachel's Vineyard Retreat™ for healing after abortion 
will be held April 27-29 in the Rapid City area. Contact 
Carol Kling for information about area retreats at 605-374- 
5639 or ckling@sdplains.com or go to the diocesan 
website: 

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/Ministries/FamilyLifehtm . 

For more information, contact the national office at 877- 
467-3463 or www.rachelsvineyard.org . 








f\Jew F -book, f^esources 

The Communications Office of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops recently launched a new line of e- 
books! Resources on catechesis, spirituality. Catholic 
social teaching, ecumenism, and cultural diversity 
are now available in e-book format. Visit 
amazon.com, sony.com or usccbpublishing.org or 
call (800)235-8722 for other available resources. 

Y acla'ng |“jope 

The Rapid City Catholic School System is currently in 
the middle of its 5th annual Packing Hope fundraising 
campaign. The purpose this program is to answer 
Christ's call to help the poor and vulnerable by bringing 
hope to our hungry brothers and sisters. Feed Just One 
is a non-profit organization from Iowa that distributes 
highly nutritious food to starving children in the U.S.A. 
and around the world. With the money we raise 
through fundraising, we purchase meal ingredients in 
bulk from Feed Just One and then we combine the 
ingredients into individual packages that we ship to 
needy children. Our school and parishes have donated 
close to $15,000 annually, and we usually pack close to 
140,000 meals (each STM/SES student is asked to donate 
$16). Please prayerfully consider donating to this cause. 
Donations, in care of STM Packing Hope, are being 
received on February 25 th and 26 th at Our Lady of the 
Black Hills or any time before or after that date in the 
STM Office, 300 Fairmont, RC, SD 57701. Also, we 
invite you to stop by the SES gym on March 30th and 
share in the process as we pack food. Thank you for 
your support and prayer. 

Uiocesan fz )odal Justice (Commission 

"Catholic social teaching emerges from the truth of 
what God has revealed to us about himself. We 
believe in the triune God whose very nature is 
communal and social. God the Father sends his only 
Son Jesus Christ and shares the Holy Spirit as his gift 
of love. God reveals himself to us as one who is not 
alone, but rather as one who is relational, one who is 
Trinity. Therefore, we who are made in God's image 
share this communal, social nature. We are called to 
reach out and to build relationships of love and 
justice." 

USCCB, Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions, 
www.usccb. or g 


Y or the Rjde \~\ ome 

By Ted Bergh 

Scripture 

❖ The one who bears the sore of leprosy shall keep 
his garments rent and his head bare, and shall 
muffle his beard (Leviticus 13:45) 

❖ Blessed the man to whom the LORD imputes not 
guilt, in whose spirit there is no guile. (Psalm 
32:2) 

❖ Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. (1 
Corinthians 11:1) 

❖ A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged 
him and said, "If you wish, you can make me 
clean." (Mark 1:40) 

Reflection 

❖ Does everyone "bear the sore of leprosy?" Is 
anyone unworthy of being cleansed? 

❖ Who is free from guile (duplicity)? 

❖ How is the leper transformed? How did he know 
that Jesus would make him clean? 

❖ How do you imitate Christ and then become 
Christlike? 

Again, that expression, le point vierge, (I cannot 
translate it) comes in here. At the center of our being 
is a point of nothingness which is untouched by sin 
and by illusion, a point of pure truth, a point or spark 
which belongs entirely to God, which is never at our 
disposal, from which God disposes of our lives, 
which is inaccessible to the fantasies of our own 
mind or the brutalities of our own will. This little 
point of nothingness and of absolute poverty is the 
pure glory of God in us. It is so to speak His name 
written in us, as our poverty, as our indigence, as our 
dependence, as our sonship. It is like a pure 
diamond, blazing with the invisible light of heaven. 
It is in everybody, and if we could see it we would 
see these billions of points of light coming together in 
the face and blaze of a sun that would make all the 
darkness and cruelty of life vanish completely. ... I 
have no program for this seeing. It is only given. But 
the gate of heaven is everywhere. 1 

a Merton, Thomas, Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander, 
Image Books: New York, 1966, p. 158. 
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